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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

F.  D.  F.  Steede,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the  Borough 
of  Marlborough  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Amesbury  and  Pewsey.  These 
combined  districts  have  a  population  of  71,880  and  an  area  of  235,289  acres. 
They  have  appointed  a  Joint  Committee,  the  East  Wiltshire  United  Districts 
(Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee,  to  deal  with  all  matters  relating  to 
the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also 
performs  duties  for  the  Wiltshire  County  Council  under  the  National  Health 
Service,  Education  and  Mental  Health  Acts. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  MARLBOROUGH  AND  RAMSBURY 


East  Wilts  (United  Districts)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Office, 

1  The  Green, 

Marlborough. 

Telephone:  Marlborough  2487  and  2118. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District: 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1968,  which 
is  compiled  on  similar  lines  as  last  year  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Hudson,  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  for  his  report  which  is  included.  I  am  also  indebted  to  Dr. 
Lycett,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  for  supplying  me  with  details  of  im¬ 
munisation  procedures  carried  out,  and  to  Mr.  Hampshire,  the  Water 
Engineer,  Borough  of  Swindon,  for  supplying  me  with  a  summary  of 
bacterial  and  chemical  analysis. 

The  district,  with  Marlborough  Borough  at  its  centre,  extends  for  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  approximately  fifteen  miles  east  to  west  and  ten  miles  north  to  south, 
and  much  of  it  is  situated  on  downland.  The  district  is  a  very  pleasant  one, 
with  attraction  for  visitors,  containing  as  it  does  the  Savernake  Forest  and 
part  of  the  River  Kennet  valley  for  a  great  deal  of  its  extent.  It  also  has 
important  archaeological  remains,  the  best  known  of  which  are  probably  the 
stone  circle  at  Avebury,  and  Silbury  Hill.  There  is  little  in  the  way  of 
industry,  since  the  district  is  predominantly  a  farming  area  of  considerable 
importance,  and  what  little  there  is,  is  mainly  concerned  with  agriculture. 
A  certain  number  of  inhabitants,  however,  find  their  livelihood  in  industrial 
concerns  in  the  nearby  Borough  of  Swindon  to  the  north-east.  The  district  is 
important  from  the  communication  point  of  view,  and  is  traversed  by  several 
main  routes  including  for  all  its  width  the  London  to  Bristol  A4  road.  The 
foreshadowed  M4  extension  too  will  pass  through  a  small  part  of  the  area. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has  given  little  cause  for  concern.  The 
vital  statistics  show  that  there  has  been  no  significant  change  in  the  popula¬ 
tion,  with  an  increase  only  slightly  above  the  natural  increase,  excess  of 
births  over  deaths,  of  fifty-eight.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate,  based  on  sixteen 
out  of  146  births  is,  however,  the  highest  ever.  This  rate  has  shown  a  sharp 
upward  trend  since  1964.  Whatever  the  cause  may  be,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  illegitimate  child,  even  in  these  enlightened  days,  starts  life  with  a  serious 
handicap,  as  those  of  us  who  have  to  deal  with  families  with  problems  know 
only  too  well. 
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Deaths  are  slightly  up,  but  the  adjusted  death  rate  is  still  below  that  of 
the  rest  of  the  country.  There  was  only  one  infant  death,  and  a  glance  at  the 
table  given  shows  that  the  last  three  years  have  been  good  ones  in  this 
respect.  Of  the  114  deaths  which  occurred,  thirty-nine  were  due  to  some 
form  of  heart  disease,  all  but  eight  due  to  coronary  thrombosis.  There  were 
twenty-four  deaths  from  malignant  disease;  of  these,  three  were  due  to  lung 
cancer  in  men,  and  four  in  women.  An  indication  perhaps  that  the  cigarette 
smoking  habit  is  increasingly  becoming  acquired  by  women.  Bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  together  accounted  for  twelve  deaths,  nine  of  which  were  men. 
Most  people  are  now  aware  that  in  almost  nine  cases  out  of  ten  as  far  as 
lung  cancer  is  concerned  cigarette  smoking  is  a  direct  causative  factor.  They 
are  unfortunately  less  aware  of  the  important  part  it  has  to  play  in  coronary 
heart  disease  and  chronic  bronchitis,  which  together  cause  more  deaths  than 
lung  cancer,  and  are  responsible  for  much  prolonged  and  severe  disability, 
particularly  chronic  bronchitis.  I  should  like  to  see  much  greater  restrictions 
placed  on  smoking  in  public  places,  which  causes  discomfort  to  many  non- 
smokers,  particularly  those  with  pre-existing  chest  complaints. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease,  apart  from  measles,  was  very  few.  As  far  as 
measles  is  concerned  there  arc  grounds  for  hoping  that  the  current  vaccina¬ 
tion  programme  will  result  in  its  disappearance,  if  not  completely,  at  any 
rate  in  epidemic  form.  No  case  of  dysentery  was  notified  for  the  first  time 
for  some  years,  although  a  number  of  cases  of  gastro-enteritis  were  investi¬ 
gated,  without  any  positive  bacteriological  findings.  The  cause  of  this  type 
of  infection  which  is  responsible  for  a  great  deal  of  minor  illness,  is  due  to 
ignorance  or  carelessness.  Food  should  always  be  prepared  with  clean  hands, 
in  order  to  ensure  as  far  as  possible  that  harmful  bacteria  responsible  for 
food  poisoning  and  other  disease,  such  as  dysentery,  do  not  get  into  food  in 
the  first  place.  Cooked  food  which  is  not  required  to  be  eaten  immediately 
should  be  brought  to  a  cool  temperature  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  kept  in  a 
refrigerator  until  it  is  needed,  with  the  object  of  preventing  the  multiplication 
of  any  harmful  bacteria.  Another  cause  of  food  poisoning  is  the  practice  of 
re-heating  food  which  has  not  been  stored  in  a  refrigerator.  When  food  is 
re-cooked  this  should  always  be  thorough.  “Warming  up”  is  a  very  bad  and 
hazardous  practice.  Even  prolonged  cooking  is  not  always  reliable,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  hot  weather  where  food  has  been  kept  for  some  time  at  room 
temperature.  I  should  like  to  see  a  refrigerator  considered  to  be  as  much  a 
household  necessity  as  the  TV  set. 

Four  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
One  case  was  identified  in  an  old  man  living  alone,  but  the  other  three  were 
all  comparatively  young  adult  women. 

Infective  jaundice,  of  which  there  were  two  known  cases,  became  noti¬ 
fiable  generally  for  the  first  time.  I  am  very  glad  this  step  has  been  taken, 
particularly  since  there  are  now  available  short  term  measures  which  can  be 
taken  to  minimise  the  spread  of  a  disease,  which  in  adults  particularly  is  not 
infrequently  a  serious  matter.  Other  expected  alterations  were  made  to  the 
list  of  notifiable  diseases,  but  I  was  sorry  that  brucellosis  was  not  added.  I 
should  also  like  to  have  seen  human  salmonella  infections  made  notifiable, 
and  salmonella  infections  in  animals  notifiable  by  the  veterinary  surgeon. 
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Unfortunately  action  had  to  be  taken  in  one  instance  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47,  as  amended  by  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1951,  to  secure  the  admission  to  hospital  of  an  elderly  woman  after  all 
efforts  at  persuasion  had  failed. 

Housing  conditions  are  reasonably  good.  The  Council  has  always  been 
very  concerned  to  do  what  can  be  done  to  improve  the  conditions  of  the 
older  houses,  and  I  am  glad  that  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  able 
to  report  that  92  per  cent  of  the  properties  in  the  district  now  have  all  five 
standard  amenities.  The  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council 
accommodation  has  dropped  only  slightly,  standing  at  174  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Of  these,  42  were  outside  the  district,  and  48  were  from  old  people. 
The  Council  have  decided  to  concentrate  their  future  permitted  building  for 
the  time  being  on  accommodation  for  the  elderly.  This  I  am  sure  is  sensible, 
since  there  are  quite  a  proportion  of  council  houses  which  are  under-occupied, 
and  which  could  be  made  available  for  young  growing  families.  I  still  would 
like  to  see  a  scheme  built  for  the  elderly  with  warden  supervision,  perhaps 
in  association  with  the  Borough,  with  full  community  facilities,  together 
with  smaller  schemes  in  the  outlying  parishes  with  warden  supervision  only. 

I  am  very  glad  that  legislation  is  now  on  the  statute  book  which  places 
the  responsibility  on  county  councils  to  provide  permanent  caravan  sites  for 
the  gipsy  population,  even  though  the  appointed  day  has  yet  to  be  deter¬ 
mined.  I  do  hope  that  this  will  result  in  the  not  too  distant  future  in  the 
provision  of  an  alternative  site  to  that  at  Sound  Bottom,  where  there  are  no 
amenities  whatsoever,  and  conditions,  particularly  during  the  winter,  are 
deplorable. 

Immunisation  returns  are  reasonably  satisfactory.  Eighty-four  per  cent 
of  the  eligible  babies  were  vaccinated  during  the  year.  Nevertheless,  the 
object  must  be  to  achieve  100  per  cent.  No  effort  is  spared  by  the  County 
Health  Department  in  this  direction,  who  notify  all  parents  when  protective 
vaccinations  are  due. 

The  water  supply  is  adequate  and  satisfactory.  Only  the  small  contracting 
parish  of  Buttermere  lacks  a  main  piped  water  supply.  The  reason  for  this 
is  the  relatively  high  pumping  cost  which  such  a  provision  would  entail. 

Refuse  collection  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 
This  is  a  weekly  and  still  a  kerbside  collection.  Economy  is  the  only  recom¬ 
mendation  for  this  unhygienic  noisy  method,  which  causes  various  degrees 
of  difficulties  for  the  aged  and  frail,  and  which  means  bins,  and  frequently 
other  “containers”  with  or  without  lids  standing  on  or  close  to  the  highway, 
often  for  many  hours,  before  or  after  collection  in  all  weathers,  including 
wind.  As  soon  as  finance  permits  it  should  be  replaced  by  a  disposable  sack 
collection  from  the  premises. 
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In  concluding  this  report  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  members 
of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  for  the  very  great  deal  of  support  which 
they  have  given  me  during  the  year.  I  am  also  grateful  to  the  officers  of  the 
Council  for  their  helpfulness  and  consideration,  and  particularly  to  Mr. 
Hudson  and  his  staff  for  the  very  hard  work  which  they  put  in  during  the 
year.  I  should  also  like  to  thank  Dr.  Lishman  who  acts  as  my  deputy,  for 
his  ready  help  and  advice.  I  am  very  grateful  to  Dr.  Wormald  and  his  staff 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  for  their  continued  co-operation  often  at 
very  short  notice.  Finally,  I  should  like  to  thank  my  clerical  assistant,  Miss 
Boswell,  not  only  for  the  conscientious  way  she  has  carried  out  her  work 
during  the  year,  but  also  for  her  valued  assistance  with  this  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  D.  F.  STEEDE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 

Number  of  Parishes 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  flats  and  bungalows 

94,510 

25 

10,540 

3,639 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1968  ... 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ... 

£247,106 

£949 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

70 

76 

146 

Illegitimate 

11 

5 

16 

Totals 

81 

81 

162 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

15.4 

9.9 

Stillbirths — Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

— 

— 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  ... 

— 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

56 

58 

114 

10.8 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year — Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

6.0 

6.0 

Neonatal  deaths  (under  four  weeks) — Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

■  ■  ■ 

. 

— 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 

6.0 

Early  neonatal  deaths  (under  one  week) — Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one 
week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  ... 
Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

6.0 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Infant  deaths 

9 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Infant  mortality  rate  ... 

49.0 

21.9 

12.5 

13.0 

6.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1968 


Cause  of  death  Male  Female  Total 


B6 

Other  tuberculosis,  including  late  effects 

— 

1 

1 

B19  (1) 

Malignant  neoplasms — stomach  ... 

— 

3 

3 

B19  (2) 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung,  bronchus 

3 

4 

7 

B19  (3) 

Malignant  neoplasm — breast 

— 

1 

1 

B19  (4) 

Malignant  neoplasm — uterus 

— 

1 

1 

B19  (6) 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  etc.  ... 

7 

5 

12 

B21 

Diabetes  mellitus 

1 

1 

2 

B23 

Anaemias 

1 

i  ■  - 

1 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

1 

2 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  ... 

14 

17 

31 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

5 

3 

8 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease  ... 

3 

12 

15 

B46  (5) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

2 

6 

B32 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

6 

B33  (1) 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

6 

— 

6 

B33  (2) 

Asthma 

1 

— 

1 

B34 

Peptic  ulcer 

— 

1 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  ... 

1 

— 

1 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— 

1 

B46  (7) 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  ... 

1 

1 

2 

B45 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

1 

2 

3 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Total  all  causes 

56 

58 

114 

Comparison  with  England  and  Wales 


per  1 ,000  population 

per  1 ,000 
Live  Births 

per  1,000 
Total  Births 

Live  Births 
(  Adjusted  ) 

Death  Rate 
(  Adjusted) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Stillbirths 

Marlborough  and 
Ramsbury  R.D. 

16.9 

10.7 

6.0 

nil 

England 
and  Wales 

16.9 

11.9 

18.0 

14.0 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

(as  at  December,  1968) 


General  Practitioners: 

Dr.  H.  J.  Fenn,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  9  Forest  Hill,  Great  Bedwyn. 

Tel:  Great  Bedwyn  388. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Mills,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Tiplady,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.Obst.,  R.C.O.G. 

Dr.  C.  C.  James,  B.M.,  B.Ch. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Maurice,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Dr.  T.  K.  Maurice,  M.B.,  B.Chir., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Rennet  House, 
Ramsbury. 

Tel.:  Ramsbury  366/7. 


Dr.  T.  R.  Maurice,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Chir.,  [>  Marlborough. 


The  Surgery,  41  High  Street, 


M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 

Dr.  R.  O.  Wheeler,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Tel.:  Marlborough  2187. 


Hospitals: 

Savernake  Hospital.  Tel.  Marlborough  2101. 

Children’s  Convalescent  Hospital,  Marlborough.  Tel.  Marlborough  2271. 
The  Princess  Margaret  Hospital,  Swindon.  Tel.:  Swindon  6231. 

Stratton  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital.  Tel:  Stratton  St.  Margaret  3331. 

Public  Health  Service: 

Odstock  Hospital,  Salisbury  (Dr.  P.  Wormald,  M.A.,  M.D.).  Tel.  Salisbury 
6020. 

County  Council  Health  Department  Services: 

(a)  Ambulance  Facilities 

This  service  is  based  in  Swindon — dial  999. 

(b)  Chiropody 

This  is  mainly  a  domiciliary  service. 

(c)  Climes 

Cervical  Cytology  Clinic, 

Health  Centre, 

Kingsbury  Street, 

Marlborough. 

Tel.  Marlborough  2832. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic, 

Health  Centre, 

Kingsbury  Street, 

Marlborough. 

Tel.  Marlborough  2832. 


First  and  Third  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
2.15-4.15  p.m. 


Third  Wednesday  of  each  month, 
2-4.30  p.m. 
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(d)  District  Nurse/Midwives 
Miss  M.  McLeod-Craik, 
11  Brook  Street, 

Great  Bedwyn. 

Tel.  Great  Bedwyn  263. 

Mrs.  A.  Gigg, 

The  Chestnuts, 

Wootton  Bassett  Road, 
Swindon. 

Tel.  Swindon  22115. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Carter, 

1  Lacock  Road, 

Penhill,  Swindon. 

Tel.  Swindon  28310. 

Mrs.  J.  Nightingale, 

4  Barrow  Close, 

Elcot  Lane,  Marlborough. 
Tel.  Marlborough  2547. 


Buttermere,  Froxfield,  Great  Bedwyn, 
Little  Bedwyn,  Shalboume,  Tidcombe 
and  Fosbury,  Grafton,  Wilton,  Ham. 

Winterbourne  Bassett,  Winterbourne 
Monkton,  Berwick  Bassett,  Broad 
Hinton,  Avebury. 


Aldbourne,  Baydon,  Chilton  Foliat, 
Ramsbury. 


Mildenhall,  Ogbourne  St.  Andrew,  Og- 
boume  St.  George,  Preshute,  Saver- 
nake,  West  Rennet,  East  Rennet, 
Fyfield,  West  Overton,  Lockeridge, 
Beckhampton. 


Health  Visitors  - 
Miss  B.  Poulter, 

Pear  Tree  Cottage, 
Great  Bedwyn. 

Tel.  Great  Bedwyn  283. 


attached  to  the  following  General  Practitioners: 

Dr.  H.  J.  Fenn,  9  Forest  Hill,  Great 
Bedwyn,  and 

Dr.  M.  J.  L.  Hassall,  Burbage. 


Miss  E.  R.  Chesney, 
The  Bam,  Easton  Royal. 
Tel.  Burbage  248. 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Biggs, 

16  Somerville  Road, 
Walcot,  Swindon. 

Tel.  Swindon  21550. 


Dr.  T.  R.  Maurice  and  Dr.  T.  R. 
Maurice,  High  Street,  Marlborough. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Mills,  Dr.  T.  J.  Tiplady  and 
Dr.  C.  C.  James,  Rennet  House, 
Ramsbury. 


(f)  Mental  Welfare  Officers 

66  New  Park  Street, 
Devizes. 

Tel.  Devizes  3629. 

The  Seymour  Clinic, 
Cricklade  Road,  Swindon. 
Tel.  Swindon  5193. 


All  the  area  except  the  parishes  below. 


Broad  Hinton,  Ogbourne  St.  Andrew, 
Ogbourne  St.  George,  Aldbourne, 
Baydon. 


County  Council  Welfare  Department: 

Area  Welfare  Officer:  Mr.  A.  P.  Tucker,  A.I.S.W.,  66  New  Park  Street, 
Devizes.  Tel.:  Devizes  3628. 


County  Council  Children’s  Department: 

The  Area  Children’s  Officer,  29  Milton  Road,  Swindon.  Tel.: 
Swindon  4998. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION  STATISTICS,  1968 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Measles  Immunisation 


Year  of  birth 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1959 

-63 

1953 

-58 

Others 

under 

16 

Primary 
immunisations 
completed  during 

1968 

Diph. 

69 

67 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Wh/c. 

67 

66 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tet. 

69 

67 

— 

— 

— 

14 

10 

19 

M’sles 

— 

11 

32 

25 

33 

190 

25 

— 

Reinforcing 

injections 

administered  during 
1968 

Diph. 

— 

44 

65 

4 

10 

123 

9 

1 

Wh/c. 

— 

17 

34 

1 

5 

14 

5 

— 

Tet. 

— 

44 

65 

4 

10 

130 

9 

18 

Smallpox  Vaccination 


Months  Years 


Age  Group 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Re-vaccinations 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Poliomyelitis  Immunisation 


Age  Group 

2nd  inj. 

3rd  inj. 

4th  inj. 

3  oral  doses 

2  orals  after 

2  inj. 

4th  oral  after 

3  injs.  or  3  oral 

1968 

62 

_ 

1967 

_ 

— 

— 

66 

— 

38 

1966 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

55 

1965 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1964 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

1959-1963 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

105 

1953-1958 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Others  und.  16 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Others  over  16 

— 

1  ■“ 

■ 

' 

■ 

Totals 

— 

— 

- 

i 

|  138 

— 

213 
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12  July  16  65  315  7.4  absent  0.01  0.00  0.10 

Ramsbury  19  Jan.  9  25  235  3.5  absent  0.00  0.00  0.00 

12  July  12  25  235  4.0  absent  0.00  0.00  0.00 

Ogboume  19  Jan.  14  75  365  6.3  absent  0.00  0.00  0.20 

8  July  15  70  360  4.8  absent  0.01  0.00  0.30 


Totals  ...  |  89  |  9  |  6  1  6  6  11  7 

Erysipiias,  puerperal  pyrexia  and  pneumonia  ceased  to  be  notifiable  from  1st  October,  1968. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1968 


MARLBOROUGH  AND  RAMSBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twentieth  Annual  Report  on  the 
administration  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Once  again  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  thanks 
to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  ready  assistance  in  carrying  out  this 
work. 

I  should  also  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  received  from 
Dr.  Steede,  Mr.  A.  G.  Hunt  and  all  the  members  of  the  Council’s  Staff. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KENNETH  F.  HUDSON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


General 

In  the  twelve  months  commencing  1st  January,  1968,  47  new  dwellings 
were  completed.  Eight  of  these  were  erected  for  the  Council  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  39  were  for  private  occupation.  As  in  recent  previous  years  there  was  no 
concentration  in  any  one  parish  although  the  majority  were  built  in  the  larger 
villages. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  174  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for 
council  house  tenancies.  This  is  a  reduction  of  35  on  the  figure  for  the  same 
time  last  year.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  all  of  these  applicants  are 
living  in  poor  conditions  as  inspections  have  revealed.  Essential  repairs  found 
necessary  on  inspection  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owner  so  that, 
although  some  of  these  properties  lack  amenities,  they  are,  for  the  most  part, 
in  reasonable  repair. 

Slum  Clearance 

Two  properties  were  made  the  subject  of  Closing  Orders  in  the  year. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  a  further  two  properties. 

Housing  Improvement  Grants 

With  the  continuing  financial  restrictions,  fewer  applications  for  Im¬ 
provement  Grants  were  received  and  this  has  resulted  in  a  50  per  cent 
decrease  from  last  year’s  figure.  Eleven  Standard  Grants  were  made  and 
five  Discretionary  Grants. 

Housing  Survey 

The  survey  of  houses  within  the  district  has  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  an  amenity  survey  was  completed  on  seven  parishes.  This  has 
revealed  that  an  average  92  per  cent  of  the  properties  have  all  amenities 
provided.  Of  the  remaining  8  per  cent  the  majority  are  occupied  by  elderly 
people,  who  are  often  owner  occupiers,  some  of  whom  do  not  want  to  be 
disturbed  by  improvements  whilst  others  do  not  want  to  afford  the  sub¬ 
sequent  increase  in  rent.  I  feel  that  these  unimproved  properties  are  filling  a 
need  for  such  elder  members  of  the  community  and  in  due  course,  by  the 
nature  of  things,  they  are  improved  by  subsequent  owners,  on  vacation. 

By  and  large,  it  would  appear  from  the  sample  so  far  inspected  that 
there  is  no  real  deficiency  within  this  district,  and  I  feel  that  the  natural 
course  of  supply  and  demand  adequately  deals  with  those  properties  lacking 
amenities. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  supplies  have  been  maintained,  as  in  previous  years,  by  the 
Swindon  Corporation  and  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 

The  supplies  are  from  six  main  schemes,  as  described  below,  and  are 
piped  to  most  of  the  properties  in  the  district. 
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Avebury  Supply 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  parishes  of  Preshute,  Fyfield,  West  Overton, 
East  Kennett,  Avebury,  Winterbourne  Monkton,  Berwick  Bassett,  Winter¬ 
bourne  Bassett  and  Broad  Hinton,  from  this  supply.  The  pumping  station  is 
situated  at  Clatford  and  pumps  water  from  boreholes  150  feet  deep  in  the 
chalk  to  a  reservoir  on  Totterdown. 

Baydon  Supply 

This  supplies  the  parish  of  Baydon  and  the  water  is  obtained  from  Berk¬ 
shire.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  station  and  pumped  to  a 
tower  at  Baydon.  Practically  the  whole  parish  is  connected  to  the  supply. 

Bedwyn  Supply 

This  scheme  supplies  water  to  the  villages  of  Chisbury,  Great  Bedwyn, 
Ham,  Shalboume,  Wilton  and  Grafton.  It  also  supplies  a  farm  and  several 
cottages  at  St.  Katherine’s  in  the  Pewsey  Rural  District. 

The  water  is  pumped  from  boreholes  at  Little  Bedwyn  to  two  reservoirs, 
one  at  Chisbury  and  the  other  at  Shalbourne.  The  water  is  taken  from  the 
lower  chalk  and  is  chlorinated  at  the  pumping  station. 

Ogbourne  Supply 

The  water  for  this  supply  is  obtained  at  Whitefield,  Ogbourne  St.  George. 
The  water  is  boosted  to  a  reservoir  on  the  downs  and  gravitates  to  the  two 
parishes  of  Ogbourne  St.  Andrew  and  Ogbourne  St.  George  and  to  the 
Military  Camp.  The  majority  of  the  properties  in  both  parishes  are  con¬ 
nected  to  the  mains.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  Whitefield. 

Ramsbury  Supply 

This  scheme  supplies  water  to  the  parishes  of  Aldboume,  Chilton  Foliat, 
Froxfield,  Mildenhall,  and  Ramsbury.  The  water  is  pumped  from  boreholes 
in  the  chalk  at  Ramsbury  to  a  reservoir  north  of  the  village  and  is  chlorin¬ 
ated  at  the  pumping  station. 

Savemake  Supply 

The  water  is  re-pumped  at  Postern  Hill  from  the  well  supply  serving 
the  Borough  of  Marlborough.  The  main  runs  from  the  top  of  Postern  Hill 
through  Savernake  Forest  to  Iron  Gates  and  supplies  Savernake  Hospital, 
two  farms  and  various  houses  and  cottages.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  the 
pumping  station. 

Water  Samples 

Monthly  samples  were  taken  through  the  year  from  each  supply  to 
ensure  the  wholesomeness  of  the  water  supplied. 

All  samples  from  the  Avebury,  Baydon  and  Savernake  supplies  were 
satisfactory.  One  sample  from  the  Ogbourne  supply  showed  a  “very  small 
contamination”  of  non-faecal  origin,  as  did  one  sample  from  the  Bedwyn 
supply. 
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Two  samples  from  the  Ramsbury  supply  were  unsatisfactory.  One  show¬ 
ing  a  “moderate  degree”  of  pollution  of  non-faecal  origin,  and  the  other 
sample  showing  a  “gross  degree”  of  pollution  of  both  non-faecal  and  faecal 
origin. 

Reports  on  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  immediately  passed  to  the 
Water  Undertaking  so  that  investigations  could  be  instigated.  Subsequent 
samples  following  such  action  all  proved  satisfactory. 

Satisfactory  chemical  analyses  were  received  in  respect  of  each  supply. 

Sampling  Report 


No.  of 

Samples  No.  of 


Supply 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

No.  of 
Samples 
Satisfactory 

Slightly  Samples 

Unsatis-  Not 

factory  Satisfactory 

Avebury 

13 

13 

—  — < 

Baydon 

...  ...  ... 

13 

13 

—  — 

Bedwyn 

...  ...  ... 

12 

11 

1  — 

Ogbourne 

...  ...  ... 

15 

14 

1  — 

Ramsbury 

...  ...  ... 

18 

16 

—  2 

Savernake 

. . . 

13 

13 

—  — 

Totals 

84 

80 

2  2 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  dwelling-houses  and  population 

supplied  from  the  public  water  mains.  There  are  no  standpipes  in  the 

district. 

Direct  to  Houses 

Parishes 

Houses 

Population 

Aldbourne 

439 

1,317 

Avebury 

133 

399 

Baydon 

116 

348 

Berwick  Bassett  ... 

15 

45 

Broad  Hinton 

74 

222 

Chilton  Foliat 

87 

261 

East  Kennett 

14 

42 

Froxfield 

91 

273 

Fyfield 

27 

81 

Grafton 

104 

312 

Great  Bedwyn 

291 

873 

Ham 

24 

72 

Little  Bedwyn 

36 

108 

Mildenhall 

101 

303 

Ogbourne  St.  Andrew 

70 

210 

Ogbourne  St.  George 

99 

297 

Preshute 

8 

24 

Ramsbury 

436 

1,308 

Savernake 

5 

15 

Shalboume 

129 

387 

West  Overton 

133 

399 

Winterbourne  Bassett 

39 

117 

Winterbourne  Monkton 

42 

126 

Totals 

2,513 

7,539 

In  addition  to  the  public  supplies  there  are  a  number  of  private  piped 
supplies  which  are  also  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  villages  of  Aldbourne,  Baydon,  Broad  Hinton,  Chilton  Foliat, 
Froxfield,  Grafton,  Great  Bedwyn,  Ramsbury,  Shalbourne  and  Wilton  are 
served  by  main  drainage.  The  first  system,  Ramsbury,  was  constructed  in 
1951  and  the  last,  Broad  Hinton,  in  1967.  In  the  majority  of  villages  over 
90  per  cent  of  properties  which  are  able  are  connected  to  the  system. 

As  stated  before,  detailed  plans  for  Phase  II  are  waiting  permission 
from  the  Ministry  so  that  further  villages  can  be  supplied  with  main  drainage. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE 

Household  refuse  and  salvage  are  collected  weekly  from  all  parishes. 
The  refuse  is  taken  to  two  disposal  points,  Knowle  and  Stockclose  tips, 
ashes  from  the  refuse,  surplus  spoil  and  previously  tipped  refuse  is  used  for 
covering  material. 

Two  vehicles  are  employed  full  time  in  collecting,  one  50  cu.  yard  and 
one  35  cu.  yard.  A  smaller  side  loader  is  kept  for  emergency,  Bank  Holidays 
and  bulky  articles. 

The  value  for  salvage  sold  was  again  down  on  the  previous  year  but  one 
hopes  that  it  will  not  fall  much  lower.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  45  tons 
of  scrap  ferrous  metal  were  picked  up  at  the  tips  although  this  included  three 
abandoned  motor  cars. 


Salvage  Collected 


Weight 
T.  C.  Q. 

1967 

Value 

£  s. 

d. 

Weight 
T.  C.  Q. 

1968 

Value 
£  s. 

d. 

Paper 

91  1 

2 

610 

8 

7 

71  13 

0 

518  18 

8 

Rags 

2  7 

0 

23 

9 

4 

1  13 

3 

16  16 

10 

Scrap  Iron 

31  18 

3 

39 

3 

6 

45  0 

2 

81  7 

1 

Totals 

125  7 

1 

£673 

1 

5 

118  7 

1 

£617  2 

7 
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FOOD 


Food  Premises 

The  food  premises  within  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  are 
enumerated  below: 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  4 

Butchers  ...  ...  6 

Cafes  ...  ...  6 

Caterers  (licensed)  ...  ...  8 

Confectioners  ...  ...  6 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  2 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  3 

Grocers  ...  ...  38 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  23 

Others  ...  ...  4 


100 

One  grocery  closed  during  the  year.  Two  greengrocers  commenced 
business,  one  selling  some  dry  foodstuffs  in  addition.  A  licensed  caterer  re¬ 
opened  a  business  in  a  former  public  house  after  extensive  renovation.  The 
sole  fish  and  chip  shop  within  the  area  has  remained  closed  this  year 
although  still  equipped. 

Inspections  have  continued  throughout  the  year  when  conditions  in  the 


premises  have  remained  generally  satisfactory. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

(1)  Number  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

(2)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg.  16  ...  ...  90 

(3)  Number  of  premises  to  which  Reg.  19  applies  ...  ...  100 

(4)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg.  19  ...  ...  100 


Ten  of  these  food  premises  do  not  have  separate  hand  washing  facilities 
provided  in  the  shop,  but  these  are  all  small  shops  with  domestic  premises 
incorporated  in  which  such  facilities  are  available  for  the  use  of  the  staff. 

Registered  Premises 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  44 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  manufacture  of  preserved  foods  ...  6 

Poultry  Inspection 

The  processing  plant  within  the  area  has  continued  to  operate  throughout 
most  of  the  year  on  a  regular  throughput.  Mostly  turkeys  are  processed  with 
some  hens.  No  ducks  were  processed  this  year.  Regular  visits  were  made 
during  the  year.  The  birds  processed  were  as  follows: 


Turkeys  ...  ...  94,296 

Hens  ...  ...  2,319 

Ducks  ...  ...  Nil 


Total  96,615 
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0.14  per  cent  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  the  weight  of 
poultry  condemned  being  as  follows: 

Turkeys  ...  ...  1,696  lbs. 

Hens  ...  ...  48  lbs. 


Total  1,744  lbs. 


MILK 

The  nine  milk  dealers  retailing  milk  in  the  area  last  year  continued  to  do 
so  during  1968.  A  large  percentage  of  the  milk  supplied  in  the  district  is 
imported  from  Berkshire  and  although  one  large  retailer  considered  setting 
up  a  bottling  plant,  and  did  in  fact  experiment  with  a  Wiltshire  company, 
they  have  since  reverted,  after  only  two  months,  to  their  original  supplier. 

Sampling 


The  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 


BIOLOGICAL 

Standard  Test 

Tubercle  bacillus 

Brucella  abortus 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Untreated 

25 

2 

9 

-  - 

9 

—mm 

Pasteurised 

126 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

151 

2 

9 

— 

9 

— 

The  two  unsatisfactory  raw  milk  samples  were  satisfactory  on  resampling, 
the  unsatisfactory  samples  having  been  taken  during  the  hot  weather  when 
some  difficulty  is  experienced  maintaining  a  reasonable  temperature  in  the 
sample  box  on  the  journey  to  Salisbury. 

DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT 

As  previously  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  area  has  been  carried  out  to 
farm  buildnigs,  business  premises  and  a  proportion  of  private  properties. 
The  regular  treatment,  where  required,  has  materially  assisted  in  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  rat  population  in  the  area. 


The  use  of  Warfarin  was  maintained  with  all  treatments. 


Local 

Authorities 

Private 

Properties 

Farms 

Business 

Properties 

Total 

No.  of  inspections  made 

47 

711 

259 

111 

1,128 

No.  of  properties 

inspected 

17 

711 

198 

111 

1,037 

No.  of  properties 

infested  with  rats  ... 

21 

101 

25 

18 

165 

No.  of  properties 

infested  with  mice  ... 

— 

6 

— 

— 

6 

No.  of  treatments 

21 

107 

25 

18 

171 

Total  number  of  visits  made  under  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 — 1,731. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Premises  within  the  scope  of  this  Act  have  continued  to  be  in  compliance 
with  its  requirements  generally.  Any  premises  found  not  to  comply  with  any 
of  the  requirements,  due  to  lack  of  replenishment  of  any  items,  have  been 
dealt  with  informally. 

Eighty-nine  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  the  registered 
premises  are  defined  as  follows: 


Number 

Employees 

Male  Female 

Total 

Offices 

22 

28 

39 

67 

Retail  Shops 

29 

25 

28 

53 

Wholesale  Shops 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  Establishments 

7 

13 

26 

39 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ... 

2 

9 

1 

10 

Totals 

60 

75 

94 

169 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

There  are  twenty-nine  factories  registered  within  the  district  of  various 
types.  Twenty-six  are  categorised  as  power  and  three  as  non-power. 

The  Local  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Act  in 
the  non-power  factories  and  for  the  sections  relating  to  the  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  factories  with  power. 

Twenty  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  when  premises  were 
found  to  be  in  general  compliance  with  the  Act.  Two  premises  were  found 
to  be  in  need  of  redecoration  and  this  was  achieved  informally  under  Section 
1 — Want  of  Cleanliness. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1968 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  19 

Building  Regulations: 

Commencements  ...  40 

Foundations  ...  ...  89 

Damp-proof  course  ...  54 

Drains  ...  ...  242 

Work  in  progress  ...  786 

Completion  ...  ...  120 

Unclassified  ...  ...  58 


1,389 


Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  17 

Cafes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Council  House  Enquiries  ...  ...  37 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  363 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  593 

Housing  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  88 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  32 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  138 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  36 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  ...  89 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Pest  Control  ...  ...  ...  1,731 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  151 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  30 

Town  Planning  ...  ...  ...  640 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  •••  33 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  •••  98 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  109 


Totals  4,458 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1968  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
MARLBOROUGH  AND  RAMSBURY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1 — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

3 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

26 

17 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

29 

20 

-  -  - 

- 
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2 — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

_ 

_____ 

■ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

(Sections  133  and  134) 
NIL  RETURN 
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Springfords  &  Rose  Ltd.,  Printers,  3  High  Street  and  35  Eastleigh  Road,  Devizes 


